General Anaesthesia. 4th edn (2 vols) T C Gray, J F Nunn & J E Utting (ed) £80 London: Butterworths 1980 The two volumes of the fourth edition of 'General Anaesthesia' constitute a welcome addition to anaesthetic bibliography. Each has a complete index and a UK/USA drug name equivalent appendix. The subject matter is well arranged and presented so. as amply to be instructive without going into unnecessary detail. The contributors are obviously experts in their fields, and the publication is well worth its price.
Despite the general all-round excellence of this work, some criticism is justified. The average reader will be the run-of-the-mill anaesthetist anxious to refresh his knowledge, or the trainee studying for a higher examination. A few of the writers seem to lose sight of this, and appear to aim at the expert. There are several irritating misprints that have escaped the proof readers, such as 'decrease' instead of 'increase' and 'pericardium' instead of 'praecordium'. Also it is bewildering to be referred to Chapter 15 for the actions of premedicant drugs only to find that it deals solely with neuromuscular blocking drugs. The index could be more comprehensive: I could find no reference to 'closing volume', for example, although this is well handled in the text.
The above notwithstanding, 'General Anaesthesia' remains an excellent publication, assured of a place not only in every medical library, but in every hospital and the majority of anaesthetists' homes. Although it purports to present and discuss the principles of head and neck surgery, it also goes on to describe in detail a numberofstandard operative procedures in the manner of a textbook of operative surgery.
To the reviewer this would seem undesirable since the latter procedures are necessarily incomplete, omitting many important operations, and the chapters on principles could be amplified and added to with advantage. It is a pity there is no chapter on histopathology with its fascinating variety in the head and neck region. The illustrations are of the medical 'art' type and perhaps would have been easier to follow if they had been more diagrammatic, which would be better suited to a book primarily intended to survey the basis of this field of work.
The book is clearly intended for American postgraduates coming from differing surgical specialties to study head and neck tumour surgery. As such it is a useful introduction but it would have done better to stick to principles and basic procedures. On the whole it is well written and includes ten contributors. The 444 pages of text are well prepared and clear; the bibliography and index are good. The most recent addition to this well known series maintains the general format and scope of its predecessors. Twenty-eight contributors, almost all from North America, provide 15 chapters which are, for the most part, authoritative, welldocumented and directed towards specific practical problems in diagnostic histopathology. Ten of the fifteen contributors are largely concerned with aspects of malignant disease.
Two chapters deal with bone marrow changes in polycythaemia vera and in malignant lymphoma, the latter including a useful section on differential diagnosis. An account of polyposis coli comes appropriately from St Mark's Hospital in London and the author includes some useful comments on the adenoma -c carcinoma sequence. The morphologyofosteogenic sarcoma is discussed and the general view that histological grading is of little prognostic value is confirmed, except perhaps for juxtacortical (parosteal) tumours. The histopathology of breast lesions in young females is revieweda difficult group in which, as the author remarks, 'the surgical pathologist is at greater risk of overinterpreting benign, than of underestimating malignant, biopsy material'. One chapter deals with the more general issue of histopathology in cancer epidemiology. The value of including histology as well as detailed topography is stressed, but a section on observer variation provides a
